International Training Course on In Vitro and Cryopreservation Techniques for Conservation of Plant Genetic Resources
APCoAB in collaboration with Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and Bioversity International organized “International Training Course on in vitro and cryopreservation techniques for conservation of plant genetic resources: Current methods and techniques” at National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources, New Delhi on 14-26 November 2011.  Three trainees from Iran, Chinese Taipei and Sri Lanka were sponsored by APCoAB out of a total of 12 from eight countries.  

The 13 day training program opened with introductory lectures on management of plant genetic resources (PGR), and details of national and international organizations involved in PGR collection and conservation.   Lectures on principles and methods of in vitro conservation and cryopreservation genetic stability testing and transboundary movement of vegetative germplasm were delivered by national and international experts. A significant portion of the training period was devoted to hands-on laboratory training on  biotechnological techniques of conservation and molecular characterization of germplasm.   The trainees were also provided opportunity to present their ongoing research program and seek suggestions of experts on specific technical  issues.  
The training was rated as very high quality and quite useful by the participants during the course  evaluation session.  

