Expert Consultation on Agricultural Biotechnology, Biosafety and Biosecurity
An expert consultation on “Agricultural Biotechnology, Biosafety and Biosecurity” was held by APAARI in collaboration with Taiwan Agricultural Research Institute, Taichung, Chinese Taipei (TARI) on 27-28 October 2011 at TARI.   The event was organized as an activity under APAARI-Council of Agriculture, Chinese Taipei (COA) collaborative project on agricultural biotechnology and executed by APCoAB and COA institutions.  The need for organizing the meeting  was expressed in APCoAB Steering Committee  in view of the prevailing slowdown in agricultural productivity leading to spiralling food prices in most countries.  On the other hand, perceived adverse environmental and health impacts of GM technology have adversely influenced public opinion and decision making, thus delaying the adoption of promising technologies that could address agricultural productivity and sustainability issues.  Along with, detection and control of alien agricultural diseases and pests is assuming urgency due to increasing international trade in agricultural commodities and fears of deliberate spread of diseases and pests with the purpose of compromising food security of nations. 
The meeting was attending by 73 participants from 22 countries representing Asia, Pacific, Africa and North America.  The participants included international experts and leaders from APAARI member NARS and CG centers, representatives of industry, civil society organizations and farmer groups, and local participants from government agencies, farmer cooperatives and private sector.  The program comprised presentation of status reports on biotechnology, biosafety and biosecurity R&D in Asia-Pacific countries, followed by regional status reports (Pacific, Africa, Asia),  expert lectures on advances in biotechnology  and  biosecurity for  food security and  group discussions.
The expert consultation recognized that agricultural biosecurity is essential for food security, food safety, protection of human health and biodiversity,  and market access.    Promoting adoption of biotechnological tools, facilitating biosafety systems and developing integrated legislative framework and capacity for addressing diverse agricultural biosecurity  threats were recommended during group discussions.  A brief list of recommendations is given below:
Recommendations 

1.  Promoting Biotechnology for Food security

· Build capacity particularly for “omics”, biopesticides and biofertilizers, and GMOs.

· Enhance funding,  provide policy support and build partnerships.

· Stimulate entrepreneurships for production and marketing of products.

· Remove bottlenecks of infrastructure, regulatory uncertainty and low public awareness especially for GM promotion in least developed countries.

· Demonstrate impact, particularly on smallholder farmers’ income and environment.
II. Facilitating Biosafety Adoption

· Create a dynamic database on national biosafety systems, transgenic events, import/export, labeling and other regulatory norms.
· Promote awareness and confidence in regulatory system.

· Exchange information on best practices, cost-benefit analysis and organize workshops involving different stakeholders

· Capacity building in communication tools and methodologies, regulatory framework,  and stewardship on product development and deployment.

· Regional, institutional and public-private partnership for biosafety adoption, technology transfer and translational work.

III. Building Biosecurity Systems
· Frame enabling legislations addressing complete food chain.
· Adopt integrated biosecurity systems approach.  

· Capacity development (infrastructure and human resources) on biosecurity management (diagnostics, detection, disinfestation, risk analysis, survey and surveillance).
· Develop biosecurity related SOPs, procedures and protocols.
· Develop operational linkages across implementing organizations.
· Strengthen communication systems and outreach for awareness.
· Enhance supportive research on diagnostics, disinfestation treatments, quarantine and tools for pest identification.
